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"Oh, Cyril," she protested.
It had been a positive ordinance, for a long time past, that there
should be no sketching until lessons were done. In his father's life-
time Cyril had never dared to break it.
' He bent over his block, feigning an intense absorption. Con-
stance's hand slipped from his shoulder. She wanted to command
him formally to resume his lessons. But she could not. She feared
an argument; she mistrusted herself. And, moreover, it was so soon
after his father's death!
"You know you won't have time to-morrow morning!" she said
weakly.
"Oh, mother!" he retorted superiorly. "Don't worry." And then,
in a cajoling tone: "I've wanted to do that stag for ages/'
She sighed and sat down in her rocking chair. , . .
When he had finished (his supper), he refilled his glass with water,
and put it next to his sketching-block,
"You surely aren't thinking of beginning to paint at this time of
night!" Constance exclaimed, astonished.
"Oh yes, mother 1" he fretfully appealed.   "It's not late."
Another positive ordinance of his father's had been that there
should be nothing after supper except bed. Nine o'clock was the
latest permissible moment for going to bed. It was now less than
a quarter to.
"It only wants twelve minutes to nine,'* Constance pointed out.
"Well, what if it does?"
"Now Cyril," she said, "I do hope you are going to be a good boy,
and not cause your mother anxiety/'
But she said it too kindly.
He said sullenly: "I do think you niight let me finish it. I've
begun it. It won't take me long."
, She made the mistake of leaving the main point.   "How can you
possibly choose your„ colors properly by gas-light?" she said.
"I'm going to do it in sepia," he replied in triumph.
"It mustn't occur again/' she said.
Another factor in preventing disciplinary troubles is space'
— a place to play where the noise will not annoy adults and
where there is freedom from constant adult supervision and
suggestion. Playgrounds and recreation centers have proved
very effective in lessening undesirable conduct among chil-
dren of these ages and also in promoting skill in physical
ability and practice in playing together without fighting
and wrangling.
Persistence and negativism at puberty may be allied,.   If

